Shakesides Relocation to Merville

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: What is the Merville Community Association (MCA) proposing?

A: The MCA is offering to relocate the Shakesides building from the Mack Laing park site in Comox to the Merville hall
site, where it will be restored and repurposed as a caretaker’s residence and a mini museum honoring Hamilton Mack
Laing.

Q: Why does the MCA believe the building can be moved successfully?

A: The building was assessed inside and out and found to be structurally sound. It features a solid first-growth 3” x 6”
tongue & groove fir main floor sub floor supported by sturdy post-and-beam construction, solid wood walls, some T&G
1” fir overlay flooring and no signs of water damage. A similar move was successfully completed with the Stolen
Church, which was in worse condition.

Q: Has this idea been proposed before?

A: Yes. The idea of moving Shakesides to Merville was first suggested publicly in a 2017 letter to the editor in the
Comox Valley Record.

Q: Does the Attorney General of BC support this move?

A: Yes. A letter dated February 13, 2025, from legal counsel to the Attorney General confirms there is no objection to
the MCA receiving the building. The move is considered a valid form of 'disposal' under the current agreement.

Q: What route will the building take during the move?

A: The structure will be moved overland via the same inland route the Town of Comox will use for its own equipment,
across a neighbouring property, up to Balmoral Avenue, and then to the highway leading to Merville.

Q: Why wasn’t this overland route considered earlier?

A: The Town had already planned the route for its own equipment but did not inform the MCA, which led to
unnecessary time spent planning a costly barge route. The overland route is now the preferred and much less
expensive option.

Q: What are the expected costs of moving the building?

A: The MCA anticipates the move will cost under $100,000. The Town of Comox has already offered $50,000 toward the
project, which could be redirected from planned demolition costs.

Q: Will the move impact Komox First Nation land or concerns?

A: No. The building will follow the same route the Town is using for its own remediation work. The foreshore will not be
disturbed, and the MCA is in communication with the KFN to ensure compliance.

Q: What will happen to Shakesides once it is moved?

A: It will be renovated into a heritage building on the Merville site, maintained by the MCA, and used as both a
caretaker’s residence and a museum celebrating Mack Laing’s legacy.

Q: Is the Merville Hall site supportive of the move?

A: Yes. The Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD), which governs the Merville area, supports the MCA's plan and sees it
as a positive addition to Area C.
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Q: Why is the MCA critical of the Town of Comox’s actions?

A: The MCA believes demolishing the building wastes public funds and heritage value. They feel the Town has acted
uncooperatively and failed to secure the site properly, resulting in avoidable risks to the structure.

Q: Can the Town of Comox reverse its decision?

A: Yes. The MCA is urging the Town to reconsider and collaborate in relocating the building to achieve a mutually
beneficial outcome for all parties.



