
Petition to Save Mack Laing’s Shakesides

Dear Neighbours,

My name is Craig Freeman and I am a Director of the Merville Community Association (MCA).  Our volunteer board is 
responsible for the three-acre site that hosts the beloved Big Yellow Merville Hall, the 1915 Stolen Church, and the 
church Manse.  In 2014 the MCA moved the two derelict buildings, the Church and the Manse, to the site and 
completely restored them in time for the 2019 Merville 100 Year Celebration .  Today, the Church hosts weddings, 
concerts, and celebrations; the Manse operates as a Montessori school; and the Hall, built in 1952, is abuzz with 
pickleball and community events.

Now, we are excited to propose a new addition: the relocation and restoration of the Mack Laing heritage home, 
Shakesides, from Comox to our Merville site.  Once restored, Shakesides will serve as a caretaker’s residence and a 
small museum dedicated to the life and legacy of Hamilton Mack Laing — a world-renowned ornithologist, artist, and 
naturalist.  This proposal complements the nearby MARS wildlife rescue centre and enhances the area's identity as a 
nature and education hub.  MARS is enthusiastic about this opportunity, recognizing the synergy between their work 
and Laing’s legacy.

Shakesides is a very solid structure.  The main floor is solid 3 inch by 6 inch tongue & groove fir, tight, even and very 
strong.  The interior walls look straight and well built.  The roof and sheathing are shiplap planking.  In some rooms 
there is lovely 1 inch thick fir tongue & groove flooring, in others the walls are beautiful Pickwick pine.  The Stolen 
Church at the Merville hall site was in much worse shape when it arrived at the hall.  One skeptic even joked that he 
had a solution for the derelict church………”a match”.  

The MCA has proposed to have Shakesides moved overland through a route parallel to Macdonald Woods out to 
Balmoral Avenue.  From there, the structure will travel along community roads to the Inland highway and then to 
Merville where it will be placed over a new foundation.  

As the Town of Comox will be bringing in excavators and dump trucks to the Shakesides site to remediate the land, the 
building will be moved along the same route across the adjoining property that the Town will be using.  If the Town can 
use this route, then the house movers should be able to use it, too.  The MCA will cover a lot of the cost of the 
relocation of Shakesides and there will be no additional disruption to KFN interests in the land surrounding the site.

 The MCA will adopt and restore Shakesides with no cost to Comox taxpayers.

 The MCA will honor Mack Laing’s work and legacy by opening the home as a museum and residence.

 The MCA will assume full responsibility for the building’s upkeep and future operational costs.

 The MCA will add a cultural and historical gem to the Comox Valley — one that residents and visitors alike can 
enjoy for generations.

This solution would allow the Town of Comox to preserve Laing’s legacy, use tax dollars wisely, and demonstrate the 
kind of regional collaboration that makes our Valley so special. Consider this:

 The Town is preparing to spend over $300,000 to demolish Shakesides and replace it with a viewing platform.

 In contrast, the building could be moved to Merville for under $100,000.

With the community's support, this move can happen quickly, efficiently, and with the dignity this heritage asset 
deserves.

We respectfully ask the Town of Comox Council to reconsider its In Camera decision to demolish Shakesides and 
instead collaborate with the Merville Community Association and supporters from across the Comox Valley to create a 
more fitting legacy.
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This is a chance to:

 Save taxpayer money

 Show moral integrity by honoring a generous gift from the deceased

 Promote sustainability and historic preservation

 Strengthen regional cooperation

 Provide modest housing and help to address local housing needs

 Add an inspiring museum and educational site to align with the MARS facility already in our region

The Town would like to demolish Shakesides this month or next.  We invite you, the residents of the Comox Valley, to 
show your support to save and relocate Shakesides by signing the petition.  Together, we can give this home — and this 
story — the meaningful and respectful ending, and new beginning, it deserves.  I will be delivering the signed petitions 
to the Town of Comox.

Sincerely,

Craig Freeman seabankmars@shaw.ca

Director, Merville Community Association

For additional information and to send a message to the Town Hall you can contact:

Mayor Nicole Minions: nminions@comox.ca 
Councillor Steve Blacklock: sblacklock@comox.ca 
Councillor Ken Grant: kgrant@comox.ca 
Councillor Chris Haslett: chaslett@comox.ca 
Councllor Jonathan Kerr: jkerr@comox.ca 
Councllor Jenn Meilleur: jmeilleur@comox.ca 
Councillor Maureen Swift: mswift@comox.ca

Edwin Grieve: edwingrieve@shaw.ca

Petition to Save Shakesides

I / We, the undersigned, support the Merville Community Association’s request to save and relocate the Mack Laing 
home, Shakesides, to the Merville hall site in Merville, BC.

DATE:

NAME: SIGNED:

ADDRESS
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